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“Noncommercial 

television 

should 

address  itself 

to  the  ideal 

of  excellence, 
not 

the  idea 

of 

acceptability...” 


FOREWORD  In  a decade  which  has  produced  un- 
precedented prosperity  and  untold  scientific  acliieve- 
ment,  set  against  a background  of  protest  and  tur- 
bulence, there  has  arisen  a yet  to  be  fulfilled  need  for 
human  understanding  and  communication — an  airing 
and  interpretation  of  the  basic  concepts  and  values 
that  underlie  the  total  life  experience. 

One  major  force  that  has  recently  burst  on  the  national 
scene  in  an  attempt  to  play  a role  in  providing  the 
platform  for  free  and  uninhibited  exchange  of  man’s 
ideas  has  been  public,  noncommercial  television. 

The  enormous  potential  and  dynamics  of  this  broad- 
cast medium  have  been  recognized  in  the  past  several 
years,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  responsible  citizens; 
major  foundations  such  as  Ford;  the  Carnegie  Com- 
mission on  Educational  Television, whose  major  report 
in  1967  delineated  the  role  of  Public  Television  in  a 
free  society;  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  whose 
passage  of  the  Public  Broadcasting  Act  of  1967  served 
as  an  endorsement  of  this  television  service;  and  the 
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more  than  130  noncommercial,  public  television  sta- 
tions throughout  the  country. 

As  an  important  adjunct  to  a strong  national  Public 
Television  service,  state  and  regional  networks  of 
noncommercial  stations  have  become  commonplace 
in  order  that  the  individual  local  stations  may  best 
serve  the  needs  of  their  own  communities.  Recogniz- 
ing that  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  must 
take  advantage  of  this  enormous  resource.  Governor 
Raymond  P.  Shafer,  on  May  15,  1967,  appointed  a 
17-member  Advisory  Committee  on  Pubhe  Tele- 
vision composed  of  leading  citizens  in  education,  the 
arts,  business  and  industry,  civic  affairs,  and  the 
governing  boards  of  the  existing  nine  Pennsylvania 
Public  Television  stations  to  examine  the  possibility 
of  creating  an  effective  state- wide  Public  Television 
network;  and  to  evaluate  the  desirability  of  establish- 
ing a corporation  for  Public  Television. 

The  following  pages  present  the  recommendations  of 
this  Committee  in  meeting  the  challenge  set  before  it. 
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The  CHALLENGE  The  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  is  cur- 
rently served  by  nine  Public  Tele- 
vision stations  which  reach  more 
than  96%  of  the  homes  in  the  state. 
While  the  size  and  makeup  of  each 
station  vary,  each  has  a similar 
three-fold  philosophy:  (i)  to  offer 
systematic  instructional  programs 
on  the  elementary,  secondary  and 
college  levels,  including  adult  ed- 
ucation; (2)  to  present  public  affairs 
programs  that  illuminate  critical 
issues  of  our  time  so  that  an  in- 
formed citizenry  may  make  proper 
choices;  and  (3)  to  enrich  and 
enlarge  man’s  cultural  and  artistic 
horizons  through  an  exposure  to 
the  works  of  gifted  and  creative 
artists,  authors  and  plailosophers. 

Legislative  hearings  from  the  State 
House,  televised  reports  by  the 
Governor,  debates  and  analyses  of 
issues  common  to  all  Pennsylvan- 
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ians  are  among  the  opportunities 
that  will  be  available  through  an 
interconnected  state  network  sys- 
tem to  enlighten  all  the  citizens 
instantaneously,  or  at  least,  on  the 
same  day. This  immediacy  and  expo- 
sure to  the  important  public  issues 
are  vital  if  each  Pennsylvanian  is  to 

,be  aware  and  informed  of  the  events 

\ 

oTthe  day  that  relate  to  liim  or  her. 


\ 


In  addition,  the  gifted  teacher  at 
The  Penn  ^'tate  University  can  be 
shared  by  all  ^dents;  the  Phila- 
delphia  Orchestra  \can  perform 
from  the  Academy  of\Music  to 

a state-wide  audience;  and  Gov- 

\ 

ernor’s  State  of  the  State  address 

\ 

can  be  evaluated  by  all  dtizens^j^ 
short,  the  excellence  and  concerns 
ofL^^die  Commonwealth  can  be 


shared  by  all. 


The  PLAN  To  meet  the  Commonwealth’s  need  forj 


satisfactorily  providing  a viable  and  productive  Public) 


Television  service  which  will  reach  every  corner  of 
the  state  with  a diversity  of  bold  and  imaginative 
programming,  the  following  recommendations  are 
proposed: 

(i)  A Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  System 
All  nine  Public  Television  stations  will  be  intercon- 
nected by  means  of  a flexible  system  in  the  form  of  a 
hub-and-spokes  configuration  which  will  provide  a 
two-way  television  service  to  each  station  from  a 
centrally  located  Network  Operations  Center  (see 
pgs.  lo-ii).  Each  station  will  have  simultaneous  and 
independent  sending  and  receiving  capabihty,  both  for 
color  and  black-and-white  programs,  in  the  state- 
wide system. 

The  total  interconnection  service  will  be  leased  from 
the  successful  qualified  Pennsylvania  common  carrier 
bidder,  with  service  to  each  station  provided  on  a 
24-hour,  year-round  basis.  In  addition  to  the  trans- 
mission of  television  programs,  the  system  will  also 
include  auxiliary  services  such  as  teletype  and  direct 
phone-hne  installations  to  allow  each  station  the 
optimum  broadcast  capability. 
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PROPOSED  ROUTE  PLAN  FOR  PENNSYL^I 
rrm  ^ ^ l l Key  • STUDI 


wqln 

CH.54 


WPSX-TV 

CH.3 


WQEX.CH.16 


WQED.CH.13 
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rLVANIU 

IIA  EDUCATIONAL  TELEVISION  NETWORK 
■ MASTER  SWITCHING  CENTER 


(2)  Network  Operations  Center  (NOC)  Because  of  easy 
teclinical  access,  central  location,  transportation  accessi- 
bility, and  its  adjacency  to  State  governmental  opera- 
tions, the  NOC  is  designated  for  location  in  the 
Harrisburg  vicinity.  It  will  serve  as  the  master  switch- 
ing center  for  the  network,  coordinating  how  and 
when  facilities  are  used,  and  supporting  the  nine 
Public  Television  stations  by  making  available  to  each 
for  simultaneous  use  programs  fed  from  national  and 
other  regional  network  systems,  as  well  as  programs 
originated  at  other  Pennsylvania  stations. 

(3)  Programs 

(a)  Instructional  It  has  been  widely  demon- 
strated that  television,  wisely  and  efficiently  utiHzed, 
can  bring  vitality,  excellence  and  immediacy  into  our 
classrooms — elementary,  secondary  and  college.  The 
proposed  network  can  make  available,  effectively  and 
economically,  the  best  teachers  to  all  our  children. 

This  vital  educational  service  will  be  planned  and 
directed  under  the  able  leadership  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction. 

(h)  General  In  addition  to  programs  re- 
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lating  to  the  problems  and  the  progress  of  state-wide 
interest,  the  interconnected  television  network  would 
effectively  bring  within  the  borders  of  the  Common- 
wealth timely  and  significant  programs  of  national 
and  international  merit  as  produced  by  the  National 
Educational  Television  Network  (NET),  the  Eastern 
Educational  Network  (EEN)  and  other  sources  whose 
programs  are  of  broad  interest  and  concern  to 
Pennsylvanians. 

(4)  Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Corporation  Patterned 
after  the  national  Corporation  for  Public  Television, 
and  placed  directly  under  the  Executive  Office  as  a 
separate  agency,  the  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Corporation  will  function  autonomously.  Its  21- 
member  Board  of  Directors,  composed  of  distin- 
guished and  influential  citizens  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  will  be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 
creating  broad  policy,  of  assisting  and  securing  ade- 
quate financing,  and  of  providing  necessary  insulation 
against  any  undue  interest,  pressure,  intrusion  or 
control,  whether  it  be  political,  academic,  or  other- 
wise, so  that  the  fullest  potentials  of  public  television 
may  be  realized  to  the  advantage  of  the  State’s 
citizenry-at-large. 
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(5)  Costs  The  costs  required  for  creating  a state-wide 
network  and  for  the  formation  of  a Corporation  for 
the  first  year  of  operation  require  a first  year  funding 
of  $1,277,683  according  to  the  following  table: 

Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network 


First  Year  Costs 


Technical 

Annual  Cost 

TV  interconnection  two-way  to  all 

basic  stations  (common  carrier  lease) 

S 464,000.00 

Master  Switching  Center  equipment  lease 

157,483.00 

Master  Switching  Center  space  lease 

60,000.00 

Furniture  and  Fixtures 

5,000.00 

Technical  supplies 

55,000.00 

Building  Maintenance 

7,500.00 

Vehicle  lease 

1,500.00 

Professional  fees 

15,000.00 

Miscellaneous 

5,000.00 

Technical  Staff  (9) 

105,000.00 

Auxiliary  Communications  (telephone,  TWX) 

20,000.00 

Administrative 

Non-technical  personnel  (6) 

57,200.00 

Administrative  operations 

25,000.00 

Local  Station  support  and 

other  corporation  purposes 

300,000.00 

Total:  51,277,683.00 
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Pennsylvania’s  Public  Television  Stations 


(Channel  39) 

South  Mountain  Drive  West — Bethlehem,  Pa.  18015 — (215)  867-4677 


[Channel  3) 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Univ. — 201  Wanner  Building 
University  Park,  Pa.  16802— [814)  865-9531 


[Channel  54) 

P.O.  Box  381— Erie,  Pa.  16512— [814)  864-4867 


[Channel  33) 

Box  Z—Hershey,  Pa.  17033— [717)  533-9121 


WUMir-T^ 

[Channel  12) 

[Channel  35) 

4548  Market  Street— Philadelphia,  Pa.  19139— [212)  EV  2-9300 

WQED 

WQEX. 

[Channel  13) 

[Channel  16) 

4337  Fifth  Avenue — Pittsburoh,  Pa.  15213 — [412)  683-1300 

[channel  44) 

Box  4444  Scranton,  Pennsylvania  18509  — [717)  825-3495 


^ I think  television 

should  be  the  visual 
counterpart  of  the  liter- 
ary essay, should  arouse 
our  dreams,  satisfy  our 
hunger  for  beauty,  take 
us  on  journeys,  enable 
us  to  participate  in 
events,  present  great 
drama  and  music,  ex- 
plore the  sea  and  the 
sky  and  the  woods  and 
the  hills.  It  should  be 
our  Lyceum,  our  Cha- 
tauqua,  our  Minsky’s, 
and  our  Camelot.  It 
should  restate  and  clar- 
ify the  social  dilemma 
and  the  political  pickle. 
Once  in  a while  it  does, 
and  you  get  a quick 
glimpse  of  its  potential!’ 
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